[Use of a Gore-Tex patch in the primary repair of congenital defects of the anterior abdominal wall].
The surgical treatments for large omphaloceles and gastroschisis have to avoid a dangerous primary fascial closure when it's not feasible, so the pediatric surgeon can use staged surgical procedures that achieve a gradual increase in size of the abdominal cavity. Therefore, a staged approach is mandatory to avoid a complicated reduction and it's the best treatment for large congenital abdominal wall defects. Gore-Tex soft tissue is easy to handle, pliable, soft and well tolerated, so Gore-Tex patch closure is a safe and good alternative to staged repair in large omphaloceles and gastroschisis. The Authors report about five newborns with large congenital abdominal wall defects, in whom primary fascial closure could not be accomplished, so they were successfully treated by primary repair with Gore-Tex patch. The Authors also describe the surgical technique and they reconsider the last surgical techniques for large omphaloceles and gastroschisis.